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Introduction

This study presents a theoretical discussion on the importance of coins in under-
standing ancient historical events, both temporal and spatial. It is the aim of this paper
to corroborate the significant theme of the conference, which investigates the ‘source
study value of a coin’ This objective will be met by presenting a case study related to
ancient Armenian coins.

Discussion

Numismatists of the 20™ century rightfully regarded coins as the newspapers of the
ancient world. This is very much true since, long before the advent of newspapers, coins
were a form of mass media. They were not only a physical form of currency for use in a
cash economy, but were also produced and circulated for the propagation of ideologies,
such as the presentation of new rulers, religious beliefs, civic identities, and much more
(a good example of coins as newspapers is the ‘EID MAR’ denarius of Brutus presenting
the assassination of Julius Caesar on the Ides of March in 44 BC; Fig. 1).

Nowadays, in the 21*" century, numismatists can perceive ancient coins as the
equivalent of the internet, or, more appropriately, social media and networking. Coins
were commonly used by the issuing authorities to update their ‘profile picture’ and ‘sta-
tus’ New titles, constructions, benefactions and conquests were ‘posted’ on coins and
immediately distributed to reach wide audiences.

This paper will discuss the potential that ancient coins have for the verification of
historical events using the above premise. The coinage of the Artaxiad Dynasty will be
used as a case study.

The classification of the coins of the Artaxiads is problematic. This is mostly be-
cause numerous rulers bear the same name, in particular Tigranes. The ‘traditional’ clas-
sification of the Artaxiad coins was primarily established by P. Bedoukian in his seminal

* Received 31.07.2023, sent for review 01.08.2023, accepted for publication 01.11.2023.
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work Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia (1978). His classification of the issues bearing
the name Tigranes, i.e., BAXIAEQE TI'PANOY, is the following:

= Tigranes I (123-96 BC)

= Tigranes II (95-55 BC)

= Tigranes I1I (20-8 BC)

= Tigranes IV (8-5BC,2BC-AD1)
= Tigranes V (AD 6)

In recent times, F. Kovacs in his Armenian Coinage in the Classical Period(2016) has
reshuffled Bedoukian’s classification of the Artaxiad coins and has added a sixth Tigranes
(bearded) attributed to the 60s AD:

= Tigranes I (123-96 BC)

= Tigranes II (95-55 BC)

= Tigranes III (20-8 BC)

= Tigranes IV (8-5BC,2BC-AD1)

= Tigranes V (AD 6-127)

= Tigranes VI (AD 60s)

The above dates are somewhat reliable since they are mostly derived from ancient
sources, such as Appian, Cicero, Dio Cassius, Justin, Plutarch, Strabo, and Tacitus. How-
ever, the above sequencing remains unconfirmed due to the fragmented nature of the
information, in addition to the repetitive use of the same name, as mentioned above,
with occasional titles such as ‘megas’ (great) or ‘neos’ (young).

To circumnavigate this problem, numismatists often resort to identifying stylistic
similarities of the designs on coins to create a chronological sequence. Although this ap-
proach has proven to be useful, it nevertheless has the tendency to be somewhat subjec-
tive. To avoid this pitfall, only the ‘objective’ elements of a coin should be used for the
verification of the historical and geographical facts it relates to. To provide an example,
for the usurper to the Roman throne, Uranius Antoninus, the surviving textual evidence
provides contradictory and misleading information about the date and place of his reign.
However, his coins (Fig. 2) provide the necessary ‘hard evidence’ to establish a date (AD
253/254) and location (Emesa, Syria); without these coins, his existence in history would
have remained a total enigma (Baldus 1971).

Despite the above drawbacks, the coins issued by the Artaxiad rulers are currently
our best source for establishing their contested chronologies and geographical dominion.
A good example of this is the coins of Tigranes the Great minted in Damascus (Fig. 3).
These issues verify Tigranes’ southernmost expansion since there is yet no archaeological
evidence of his presence in Phoenicia and Palestine, despite being mentioned by ancient
sources (Strabo Geography 11.14.15. Josephus Jewish Antiquities 13.16.4).

The above hypothesis will be presented in the form of a case study by discussing a
hitherto unpublished coin depicting on the obverse a ruler wearing an Armenian-style
tiara and on the reverse a dromedary (Fig. 4). The portrait is very similar to that of ‘the
bearded Tigranes’ (Bedoukian, Tigranes IV, 8 -5 BC, nos. 148 - 159. Kovacs, Tigranes V,
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before AD 6-12, nos. 181-186 and Tigranes VI, before AD 60-62 and AD 66/67, nos.
196 -198 and 200 -202). The reverse is reminiscent of the dromedary coins attributed
(with reservation) to Natounia in Adiabene by O. Hoover (2009), who has based his at-
tribution on stylistic grounds, namely the thin wreath leaves (Fig. 5). The coin in ques-
tion is reported to have been found in the very northern regions of Iraq (in the general
location of the ancient kingdom of Adiabene). If the above propositions are accurate,
then this coin would establish the hegemony of an Armenian ruler in Adiabene, verify-
ing, indeed, the ancient sources that speak of Tigranes involved in Adiabene (Tacitus
Annals 15.1-6. See also Kovacs 2016, 33). According to Kovacs’ attribution, it was the
sixth Tigranes (ca. AD 60 -62) who launched an attack on Adiabene. This coin may very
well verify the geographical and chronological occurrence of that event. Unfortunately,
without the inscriptions on the coin, this hypothesis remains indeterminate. It should
also be noted that the headdress greatly resembles an Armenian tiara, with the exception
of the inner tiara ‘spikes;, which seem to have lower peaks in the middle. This feature
reminds us of the bashlyk headdress present on certain coins of Adiabene, in particular
that of Abdissares (de Callataj 1996. Fig. 6). As such, if the coin is in fact that of an Adi-
abenian ruler and not Armenian, then it would verify Hoover’s attribution of the drom-
edary coins to Natounia (which, as mentioned above, currently rests on stylistic grounds
only). All of these aspects show the potential that one coin may have in authenticating
numismatic, historical, and geographical propositions.

Conclusion

To conclude, it was not the intention of this paper to classify this coin in particular,
but rather a theoretical discussion on presenting the potential of coins as tangible prima-
ry sources for verifying historical and geographical events. As such, the source value of
a coin has demonstrated that the classification of this particular coin, when confirmed
with the emergence of better-preserved specimens in the future, can verify the presence
of a Tigranes in Adiabene and, more importantly, can establish the proposed date of this
‘bearded’ Tigranes, paving the way for determining the chronology of other coins bearing
the name Tigranes.
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Kirouyesble ciioBa: ApmeHusi, MOHeTbl, Turpas, MUHacTUsL ApTaliecuioB, Anrabese, 1po-
Majiep, THapa.

B maHHOMH cTaThe IOCPEICTBOM [IPEBHHX MOHET PacCMaTpPHUBAETCS MOATBEPXKIEHHUE He-
IIPOBEPEHHBIX UCTOPUYECKUX COOBITHI. B HEKOTOPBIX ClIyYasix MOHETbI SBIISIOTCS €IWUH-
CTBEHHBbIM IOCTYIIHbIM MCTOYHUKOM JUIS UIeHTUDUKAIUY Pa3IMIHbIX [IpaBUTeNiell U UX
JetictBuil. OHYU HAOT BO3MOXXHOCTDb IIPOBEPUTD IIPOILIble BpeMeHHbIe U IIPOCTPaHCTBEH-
Hble coObITUS. YacTo ObIBaeT TPYyOHO UAEHTH(HUIMPOBATh OTHENbHBIX IIpaBUTeNeH, 0Co-
6€HHO KOIJja pa3Hble IIPeICTaBUTENN JUHACTAY HOCIT OHO U TO e UMsL. XOPOIIMM IPH-
MepoM 3TOro SIBIISieTCsS AWHACTHS APpTAIeCUIOB, Ile HECKOJIbKO IIpaBUTeNeld HOCWIU
OIIHO U TO Xe uMs: Turpas, ApraBasj, Apraiec. [Iockonpky B IPOLUIOM He CyIIeCTBOBa-
JI0 YeTKUX T'PaHul], TPyJHO OIpeNeIuTb reorpaguuecKkylo MPOTSHKEHHOCTDb U JOMUHHUPO-
BaHHUe Ka)kXJJ0ro U3 3TUX IipaBuTesiell. Takum o6pa3oM, peBHIE MOHETbI, KOTOPbIE MOXHO
OIJHO3HAYHO OTHECTH K OIIpefieleHHOMY IIPaBUTEINI0 1 MOHETHOMY HBOPY, MOI'YT UMEThb
Ba)KHOE 3HAaueHUe [JI YCTaHOBJIEHUS POLOCIIOBHbIX. KpoMe TOro, MOHETbI MOTYT IIOA-
TBEPOUTb reorpadryecKyro SKCIaHCHIO IIpaBUTeNIell, TeM caMbIM HOITBEPXKJast UCTOPU-
YyecKue COObITUS, KOTOpble MHAa4Ye HEBO3MOXHO IIPOBEPUTH C IIOMOLIBIO MMEOLIEHCs
CKYIHOM U Npe/B34ToH MMCbMeHHO! NH(popManyuy. DTa runoTesa 6yaeT NpefcTaBlleHa Ha
IIpyMepe HeolyOIMKOBaHHOW MOHETBI, Ha KOTOPOH U306pakeH 60pofiaThlii IIpaBUTEND B
THape B apMsHCKOM CTUJIe Ha aBepce U JpoMajiep Ha peBepce.



LNFUULYUALER 277

Jack Nurpetlian

THE POTENTIALITY OF ANCIENT COINS FOR THE VERIFICATION
OF HISTORICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Fig. 1: Brutus, 42 BC, traveling mint, AR
Denarius (CNG 66, 1326).

Fig. 2: Uranius Antoninus, AD 253 - 254,
Emesa, & (CNG Triton V, 1767).

Fig. 3: Tigranes the Great, 95 - 55 BC,
Damascus, £ (CNG 272, 139).

Fig. 4: Unverified ruler and mint
(private collection, 4.50 gr, 20.5 mm, 12 h).

Fig. 5: Natounia, Adiabene, Ist c. BC, &£
(CNG 84, 747).

Fig. 6: Abdissares of Adiabene, 160s BC, A
(CNG 82, 700).
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